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one of their champions. But he was still careful
not to associate himself with Newman and the
Tractarians.

In this year the trouble aroused by tlie publi-
cation of the Tracts of the Times came to a head.
The appointment by the Government of the
Ecclesiastical Commission stimulated the hatred
of Erastianism which had inspired Keble's
Assize Sermon at Oxford five years before.
Pur cell has said of Manning that ec to free the
Church of England from the bondage of the State
was the desire of his heart, the end and aim of his
public labours,53 and he published a pamphlet
denouncing the appointment of the Commission,
which was warmly approved by Newman and
Pusey. This was almost his first association with
the Oxford leaders.

At this time, too, in collaboration with Glad-
stone, Manning was busy opposing the institution
of a national system of secular education,

In the closing weeks of 1838 his health broke
down and he was compelled to go for a long
holiday on the Continent, reaching Rome twenty-
five days after leaving England. He met Wiseman
in Rome, but the visit certainly did not affect his
loyalty to the Anglican obedience, and his letters
are critical of the character and the policy of the
Roman Church,